
TTHE HE CCHRISTCHURCH HRISTCHURCH TTRAMPERRAMPER
Published by CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB INC

PO Box 527, Christchurch. www.ctc.org.nz

Affiliated with the Federated Mountain Clubs of NZ Inc.

Any similarity between the opinions expressed in this newsletter and Club policy is purely coincidental.

Vol. 83 March 2014 No. 10

The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB 
has members of all ages, and runs tramping 
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy 
(minimal experience required) to hard (high 
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also 
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold 
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut 
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for 
hire to members. Membership rates per year 
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or 
associate,  with  a $5 discount  for  members 
who  opt  to  obtain  this  newsletter 
electronically. 
For more about how the club operates, see 
the last two pages. 

News
CTC AGM: Call for Notices of Motion, & More: The AGM is coming up on Wednesday 
30 April, 7:30pm at the club rooms. This is a call for Notices of Motion. Notices of Motion 
are to be received by the club secretary no later than Wednesday 5 March. All positions on 
the  CTC  committee  are  up  for  election  each  year,  and  we  encourage  enthusiastic 
members to stand for election to the committee. Have a chat to anyone on committee 
about workload & roles. A number of people on the committee are not seeking re-election 
this year, including the following in their current positions of: President Club Caption Social 
Convenor  -  demanding  position.  Treasurer  One  or  more  of  the  Trip  Organisers?  - 
demanding positions. general committee role of Prospective Member Host, and more. This 
year the committee will be putting forward some proposed changes to the Club Rules for 
the AGM to discuss and vote on. Some come along to the AGM to have your say. One 
item will be the creation of named officer "IT Convenor", & another item will be the deletion 
of named officer "Junior Vice President". The Agenda for the AGM, the Annual Report, the 
proposed rule changes, etc, will  be published & sent out on newsletter folding night of 
Wednesday 26 March.

− 1 −

Suse and John scrambling on the 
Mt Wall ridgeline

http://www.ctc.org.nz/


Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service 
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street) 
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure 
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually 
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening 
or Saturday morning. 
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or 
contact the trip leader in advance.
CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about 
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the 
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the 
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the 
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This 
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police 
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact 
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people 
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip 
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the 
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement with  your 
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling 
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A 
variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits 
served.  If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Silvia Horniakova 
021-264-8430 or email  silwika@yahoo.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm 
sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp.

Wednesday 26 February Club Night

Newsletter folding night: After folding the newsletters we can have some social time.

Saturday 1 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531 
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Port Levy to Hilltop: This walk traverses the backbone of Banks 
Peninsular,  passing  (nearly)  over  Mts  Fitzgerald  (826  m)  and 
Sinclair (841 m). There are fantastic views of the northern bays, 
Lake Forsyth and Akaroa Harbour. Along the way you'll see the 
ghostly  skeletons  of  giant  totara,  as  well  as  some  beautiful 
remnant stands, especially near Waipuna Saddle and Whatarangi 
Reserve.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 27 Feb
Map: BX24 BX25 
Approx: $20
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Saturday 1 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 
Tecbruce@gmail.com

River Exploring -  Kowai Waterfall:  Another wet-feet tramp by 
Bruce  (with  cooling  off  opportunities)  up  the  Kowai  River  then 
explore one of its tributaries, stopping at the waterfall  for lunch. 
Very little height gain. Time 5 hours. Total height gain 200 m.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 27 Feb
Map: BW21 
Approx: $15

Weekend 1-2 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Radu Popovici 
popovici.radustefan@gmail.com

Dasler  Pinnacles:  Dasler  Pinnacles  in  the  Naumann are quite 
stunning  peaks.  This  is  a  trip  for  very experienced members  - 
Grade 2- (via North Ridge). You will  need appropriate gear and 
skills - please contact Radu if you wish to join. Very limited spaces 
due to vehicle size. Get in quick.

Grade:
Hard/

Climbing
Closed: 20 Feb
Map: BY15 BY14 
Approx: Contact 

Leader

Sunday 2 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158 
janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz

Mt Rolleston:  Mt Rolleston is the highest peak and one of the 
more  technically  demanding  objectives  in  the  direct  vicinity  of 
Arthurs Pass. Richard is considering either a direct assault via the 
Otira face or Mt Philistine traverse (not Otira slide) This is a trip for 
experienced  and  fit  trampers  who  have  a  head  for  heights. 
Helmets  are  compulsory  and  you  must  contact  the  leader 
beforehand. An early start is likely, possibly heading up to the club 
hut on the previous evening.

Grade: Hard
Closes: 27 Feb
Map: BV20 
Approx: $30

Tuesday 4 March 6:15 pm 
Departure  point:  Corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045 

CTC Hill  climb:  The CTC Hill  Climb is  a  weekly event  during 
daylight saving time on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on 
Tuesday  1  October.  We  meet  on  the  corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking 
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 27 Feb
Map:  
Approx: $0

− 3 −



Wednesday 5 March Club Night

Olivine wilderness: During this Xmas Jeremy and Silvia undertook a challenging tramp 
to  Olivine  Ice  Plateau,  crossed  to  Pyke  Valley  and  completed  the  loop  back  via 
Routeburn track. We tramped for 16 days through an amazing landscape, slept in rock 
bivys, crawled through some mean fiordland bush, spent Xmas day on ice plateau and 
haven't met any other human being for 12 days. We would like to show some pictures, 
tell a story and perhaps provide an inspiration and advice for everybody who would like to 
venture to this amazing part of Aspiring/Fiordland national park.

Saturday 8 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Port  Hills  wandering  -  Sugarloaf:  This  Sugarloaf  is  the  one 
below the TV tower on the Port  Hills.  From Sandy Bay we go 
round the harbour to Maori Gardens, then follow track crossing the 
road climbing up the untracked ridge to an early lunch at Sugar 
Loaf with its breathtaking views of Christchurch, Lyttelton Harbour, 
Canterbury Plains, Lake Ellesmere, etc. Then its downhill all the 
way to an early finish for rehydration, or perhaps ice creams.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 6 Mar
Map: BX24 
Approx: $5

Weekend 8-9 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 

Inland Pack Track - Mt Bovis - Cave Creek: Note FRIDAY 7pm 
departure (@ Z Papanui Rd). Returning Sunday evening. Walk the 
inland pack track - staying at the Ballroom overhang with a side 
excursion for the keen ones to Bovis Peak 1252m.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 27 Feb
Map: BS19 BS20 
Approx: $50-80

Sunday 9 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Trig  M/Old  Coach  Road:  This  trip  in  the  Korowai-Torlesse 
Tussocklands  Park  will  start  at  the  base  of  Porters  Pass  and 
follow the Coach Stream Route up past Kowai Forest and on to 
Trig  M,  affording  great  views  of  Lake Lyndon  and surrounding 
area.  Height  gain around 700 m. The return trip  will  follow the 
Starvation Gully Route, then an unmarked easily followable trail 
along the crest and back down via Old Coach Road, the route 
taken by the Cobb and Co coaches in the 19th Century.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 6 Mar
Map: BW21 
Approx: $20

Tuesday 11 March 6:15 pm 
Departure  point:  Corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045 

CTC Hill  climb:  The CTC Hill  Climb is  a  weekly event  during 
daylight saving time on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on 
Tuesday  1  October.  We  meet  on  the  corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking 
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 6 Mar
Map:  
Approx: $0
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Wednesday 12 March Club Night

South America - Ruth Gray: Recently returned from three and a half months travelling 
in  South America Ruth Gray will  show slides and talk  about  her  experiences in this 
amazingly diverse continent full of history, culture and stunning landscapes. This journey 
will take you to the Atacama Desert (Chile and Bolivia), Machu Picchu and the Sacred 
Valley (Peru), Iguazu Falls (Argentina) and tramping in the Patagonian Andes (Argentina 
and Chile) and much more.

Saturday 15 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hinewai  Reserve:  Hinewai  is  a  1200  hectare  bird  and  bush 
reserve on the eastern side of Banks Peninsula with a wide range 
of native forest and birds. We will access the reserve from lower 
Long Bay Road and do a loop, taking us to the Visitor Centre and 
lookout and back down the Valley Track. If time permits, we will go 
down to Otanerito Bay.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 13 Mar
Map: BY25 
Approx: $20

Saturday 15 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 
Tecbruce@gmail.com

River Exploring: Okuku River: Another of Bruce's river exploring 
tramps. Definitely wet feet and probably more, with cooling of dips 
in the river. Terrain - rolling grazed hills and river travel. Time ~5 
hours, height gain ~350 m. A river alternative will run. Bring spare 
clothes to leave with the cars.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 13 Mar
Map: BW23 
Approx: $15

Sunday 16 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344 
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz

Mt  Bealey:  Mt  Bealey  lies  at  the  southern  end  of  the  range 
running towards Mt Rolleston along the western side of Arthurs 
Pass. At 1836 m, it's a smidgeon higher than the better known 
Avalanche Peak. The ~1200 m climb starts from the south end of 
AP Village, initially steeply through beech forest on a well defined 
track, then continuing above the bush line on a tussock and rock 
ridge. A short detour to the impressive Pt 1805 m knob could be 
on  the  cards,  depending  on  conditions.  Return  options  are  (a) 
back along the track or (b) a fast scree descent of 500 m from Pt 
1706 m, leading to 3 km of slower travel along Rough Creek and 
back to the road. The latter choice requires reasonable boulder 
hopping  skills  as  the  stream is  crossed (and possibly  entered) 
many times. A classic, satisfying, multi terrain, tramp.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 13 Mar
Map: BV20 
Approx: $30
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Tuesday 18 March 6:15 pm 
Departure  point:  Corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045 

CTC Hill  climb:  The CTC Hill  Climb is  a  weekly event  during 
daylight saving time on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on 
Tuesday  1  October.  We  meet  on  the  corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking 
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 13 Mar
Map:  
Approx: $0

Wednesday 19 March Club Night

Garden of Eden, Garden of Allah, Lambert Glacier - Nicola Shaw:  A fine break in 
otherwise  unsettled  summer  this  year  saw 7  CTC members  traversing  this  amazing 
glacial wilderness in 7 days. They spent 5 days on the ice, climbed 4 peaks and had 
fantastic time in a great weather. Nicola will be showing some pictures and taking you on 
a virtual transalpine trip through rock and ice.

Saturday 22 March 7.00 am departure 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 
bernhard.parawa@cdhb.govt.nz

Kelly Tops: Kelly range is a ~1400 m ridge lying north and west 
of Otira township. From the confluence of Kellys Creek and the 
Otira River, it's a short,  sharp ~800 m climb to Carroll  Hut and 
Kellys  Saddle.  From there  we  will  have  options  of  climbing  to 
Kellys Hill or heading east along a slower climb with rolling open 
tops. There a great views of nearby much bigger mountains - Mt 
Alexander to the north and Tara Tama to the west. Note the early 
start time.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 20 Mar
Map: BV20 
Approx: $35 + hut 

fees

Saturday 22 March 
Departure point: Yaldhurst Pub car park at 15 
West Coast Road just  past the Pound Road 
intersection

Leader: Jeff Hall 338-0922 
jeff.hall2@lifetech.com

Wilding  pine  day  -  Flock  Hill:  Here's  a  great  opportunity  to 
spend a day in the outdoors killing trees.  It's  also a chance to 
admire and experience the skills of our four-wheel-drive brethren. 
The aim of this activity is to help rid the Flock Hill area of wilding 
pines spawned especially from Helicopter  Hill.  There  has been 
good progress in the last  12 months but the site has plenty of 
trees,  so  we  need  as  many  people  as  we  can  get.  You  pay 
nothing and ECAN provides the tools,  briefings,  and organises 
4WD  transport.  Bring  your  own  lunch,  wet  weather  gear  and 
water. Chain saws can be brought, but may be operated only by 
qualified personnel. There will be a range of terrain from easy to 
steep to accommodate everyone. These days are great fun, and 
in  addition to  the warm glow of  healthy exercise  you can take 
home a bit of the saintly aura of an eco-warrior!

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 20 Mar
Map: BW21 
Approx: $0
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Saturday 22 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Springfield Area:  Several  options available.  Exact  route is still 
being organised in the Kowai Bush area. Intention is to follow farm 
tracks, streams (dry feet) and ridge lines for great views.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 20 Mar
Map: BW21 
Approx: $15

Tuesday 25 March 6:15 pm 
Departure  point:  Corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045 

CTC Hill  climb:  The CTC Hill  Climb is  a  weekly event  during 
daylight saving time on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on 
Tuesday  1  October.  We  meet  on  the  corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking 
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 20 Mar
Map:  
Approx: $0

Wednesday 26 March Club Night

Newsletter folding night: After folding the newsletters we can have some social time.

Saturday 29 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Pigeon  Bay  Walkway:  This  walkway  starts  on  the  shore  at 
Pigeon Bay Domain and then climbs up to a 4WD track which 
takes you out to Wakaroa Point (7-8 Km one way). From here, you 
can see the full sweep of headlands around from Christchurch to 
the Kaikouras. Return the same way, making 15-16 km in total. 
Pigeon Bay was settled before Christchurch was founded, by the 
Sinclair  and Hay families.  The Sinclairs  gave their  name to  Mt 
Sinclair  and,  driving  down  Pigeon  Bay  Rd,  you  pass  the  Hay 
Scenic  Reserve;  small  but  notable  for  having  one  of  the  last 
stands of lowland podocarp forest left on the Peninsula.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 27 Mar
Map: BX25 
Approx: $20

Sunday 30 March Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158 
janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz

Chest Peak:  At 1936 m, Chest peak is the highest point on the 
Puketeraki  range,  readily  seen  from  Christchurch  and  a  great 
collector  of  snow  during  winter.  We'll  be  accessing  it  via  the 
Whistler River in the Lees Valley. It's a long walk in even before 
the climbing starts, and the total height gain will be substantially in 
excess of 1500 m. If you are fit and keen, and looking for a long 
day out in the mountains, then this is the trip for you. Possibly an 
early start, so you must contact the leader.

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 27 Mar
Map: BW22 
Approx: $30
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Tuesday 1 April 6:15 pm 
Departure  point:  Corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045 

CTC Hill  climb:  The CTC Hill  Climb is  a  weekly event  during 
daylight saving time on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on 
Tuesday  1  October.  We  meet  on  the  corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking 
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 27 Mar
Map:  
Approx: $0

Wednesday 2 April Club Night

Nelson to Bluff. Something to do in the school holidays - Guy de Lacey: The idea to 
do an ultra long tramp is something that I have been mulling over for the last ten years or 
so. I eventually decided that I had 58 good reasons for doing it this season and couldn't 
really  wait  for  any  more  years  to  slide  quickly  by.  I  studied  the  Te  Araroa  route 
descriptions carefully and decided that if I spiced the route up a bit - by adding some nice 
variations - and combined a few days here and there I might be able to make it a bit more 
interesting and be able squeeze it all in the summer school holidays (plus a few extra 
days). So it was a bit of a leap into the unknown, ie was I allowing myself enough time, 
would my old creaky bones stand up to it all and most importantly would the weather be 
kind enough to me. Come along and find out!

Saturday 5 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Alastair Brown 338-1324 
alastairgbrown@yahoo.com.au

Maukuratawhai:  Aka Muckaroundawhile this is a ~1600 m peak 
of rather imposing bearing, up Jacks Pass and over the Clarence 
River, behind Hanmer Springs. The trip starts with a crossing of 
the Clarence River, so bring sandals or running shoes to keep you 
boots  dry.  It's  about  800 m up a long ridge to  the peak,  from 
where there are options of following horseshoe loops to either the 
east  (over  Pt  1575  m)  or  west  (over  Pt  1408  m)  back  to  the 
starting point.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 3 Apr
Map: BT24 BT25 
Approx: $30

Saturday 5 April 
Departure point: Yaldhurst Pub car park at 15 
West Coast Road just  past the Pound Road 
intersection

Leader: Jeff Hall 338-0922 
jeff.hall2@lifetech.com

Wilding pine day - Corner Creek:  More tree killing! But now in 
different and more remote area, near the confluence of the Avoca 
and  Harper  Rivers,  tucked  under  Mt  Olympus.  Again  you  pay 
nothing and ECAN provides the tools,  briefings,  and organises 
4WD  transport.  Bring  your  own  lunch,  wet  weather  gear  and 
water. Chain saws can be brought, but may be operated only by 
qualified personnel. There will be a range of terrain from easy to 
steep to accommodate everyone.

Grade: Work - Easy 
and Work - 
Moderate

Closes: 3 Apr
Map: BW20 
Approx: $0
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Sunday 6 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hallelujah Flat:  Hallelujah Flat  is  about  9  km up the  Andrews 
Track from the Andrews Shelter, on the way to the Casey Hut. 
Around 300 m height gain through red beech forest and out at 
Hallelujah  Flat  itself,  dotted  with  hebes  -  the  perfect  place  for 
lunch. Return the same way.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 3 Apr
Map: BV21 
Approx:

Saturday 12 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Mount  Pearce  revisited:  Another  of  Bruce'  Banks  Peninsula 
ridge-line  exploring  trips,  with  a  couple  of  bumps  for  good 
measure.  Located above Pigeon Bay and often  seen  on  other 
tramps. From an easy high-road start, we follow the ridge line to 
Mt Pearce (737 m), then return through the native bush on an old 
farm track. Not a lot of upness but made-up with some native bush 
bashing. Easy travel through bush, on tracks and grazed land.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 10 Apr
Map: BX25 
Approx: $20

Multi day trip 17-27 April 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz

Bottom of the South Island:  It is all go for Chris' big trip down 
south  to  revisit  old  tramping  haunts.  Tuatapere  -  Port  Craig  - 
Wairaurahiri  - Big River & return with side trips to Catlins State 
Forest,  Longwoods,  depending  on  time/weather.  A  mixture  of 
tenting & huts depending on the above options. The South coast 
section  is  moderate  all  weather  trip  through coastal  bush.  The 
highest point on the track is 200 metres, so gentle up & down 
tramping is the name of the game. We will be leaving CHCH after 
work Thur 17th April  returning Sun 27th. Travel as far south as 
possible  & camp somewhere near  Oamaru.  Due to  the time & 
distance travelled (approx 1600km) I will restrict the trip numbers 
to full car loads.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 10 Apr
Map:  
Approx: Contact 

Leader

Saturday 19 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 

Lake Lyndon - Lake Coleridge: Alpine pasture, tussock country 
with some ascents and descents. Great views from Boundary Hill. 
This links up the Mount Georgina track.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 17 Apr
Map: BW20 

BW21 
Approx: $20
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Trip Reports
25 January 2014

Cloudy Hill - Mount Lyndon
With the summers weather so far thwarting many a tramp, 22 keen trampers turned up 
after this trip got moved to Saturday, as Sundays forecast wasn't at all promising for a 
pleasant day in the mountains. We got a pleasantly warm day with a slight Nor' west wind 
as we accumulated at the start of the access road to Porters Heights ski field. First order of 
the day was a short but rather steep ascent up to point 917 to get the sweat flowing and 
the  breathing  laboured.  After 
regrouping  and  attempting  a 
headcount,  we  continued  on  via 
point 1014 onto Cloudy hill with a 
scrog stop on the way. The views 
of the Cragiburn range and Castle 
Hill  Valley  were  impressive  and 
enjoyed by all before setting off to 
point 1456 via point 1345. Here we 
had lunch checking out the views 
down into the Porter river and lake 
Coleridge in the distance. The drop 
down  onto  the  saddle  between 
point  1456  and  Mt  Lyndon  was 
fairly rapid for some as the scree 
was  passable  but  a  little  hard 
underneath.  We  accumulated  at 
the  saddle  while  the  rest  of  the 
group caught up before the painful climb back up the 200M in scree to the summit of Mt 
Lyndon, where we again enjoyed the vistas offered us by our hard work. It was a easy 
descent back down the hill to Lake Lyndon with some soft scree runs again assisting those 
keen screers to get down fairly quickly. The day wasn't too long with us being back at the 
cars by about 2:30pm. 

Trampers:Richard  Lobb(Leader),  Kristyn  Flanagan,  Bryce  Williamson,  Penny  Coffey, 
Rodney Erickson((Scribe), Li Li, Sarah Chauvin, Andrew Tromans, Bruce James, Doug 
Forster, Sue Hely, Heather Clay, Mike Freeman, Ian Dunn, Kerrie Maynard, Scott Fowler, 
Susan Pearson, Brian Dougan, Richard Kimberley, Dayle Drummond, Alan Ross, Linda 
Lilburne(phew!)

For  more  photos  visit  Rodney's  Blog:  http://roddus.blogspot.co.nz/2014/01/cloudy-
hillmount-lyndon-25th-january.html
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Lake Lyndon and Porters pass from the saddle south 
of Cloudy Hill

http://roddus.blogspot.co.nz/2014/01/cloudy-hillmount-lyndon-25th-january.html
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6 February 2014

Waitangi Day on Steepface Hill
Alan had a ‘pass’ to go tramping on Waitangi day and four other club members joined him 
to  use it  on Steepface hill  behind Mount  Hutt.  To his  delight  three of  his  party were 
women, and one of them was young, charming and French.  Amusing shenanigans started 
when Sarah admitted she had no gaiters.  First Alan lent her some and then the two men 
fell over themselves to help her put them on.   
The traditional club approach to Steepface hill is to walk up Mt Hutt stream until the 1100m 
contour is reached and then to head for the 1574m saddle – heading north for the peak 
from there.  We started our walk up the stream in sunshine, and as we walked Richard 
took extra special care to help Sarah, showing her where to put her feet as we crossed 
and re-crossed the stream.  Alan’s attention was diverted to the wilding pines and he dealt 
to two or three of them with evident glee.  
By the time we reached the 1100m contour we were in mist and could not see the saddle, 
so it was handy to have the GPS to confirm we were, where we thought we were.  Once 
on the ridge conversation turned to what emergency safety equipment Alan had in his 
pack.  He gave Richard 10 chances to guess the item that he described as being lighter 
(50g), more waterproof (as it comes out the pack) and more useful than a bivvy bag.  All 
the sensible guesses were rejected, so some levity entered the game with suggestions of 
person sized condoms and lastly a tank (for Alan’s pack may have had 'Tardis' qualities, 
unknown to us).  Even those of us who have known Alan for many years failed to guess 
what some of you probably already know, it was Bob the Builder’s tablecloth.  Our excuse 
is that we had by that time climbed about 1400m and were suffering from a lack of oxygen 
to the brain.  

When we  finally got  to  the  top  the  mist 
wafting  atmospherically  about  began  to 
clear  giving  us  some  views  across  The 
Rakaia  to  Lake  Coleridge.   After  a 
pleasant break in the sunshine, we set off 
down to  find  the  promised scree slope.  
Alan correctly located this but the top part 
of  it  was a bit  tricky and at one point  a 
scree slide of some size was set in motion 
that took quite a while to subside.  Then 
further  down there was trap for  the  fast 
and unwary, a virtually invisible fence line 
right  across  the  scree.   From  then  on 
down, the narrow scree was a delight.  At 
the bottom Alan left us with his pack and ran off to get the car scaring some lone motorists 
with his fleshy nude torso in the process. 
Two other things of note can be said about this wonderful Waitangi tramp.  Alan left his 
wilding pines pruning saw behind with one of the pines and the gaiters that he had lent 
Sarah proved to be totally useless because they were too big for her boots.  Luckily for 
Alan, Kerrie rescued the saw and returned it to him at lunch but the forgotton saw and the 
ineffective gaiters may be of used for stories later on this year. 
Trampers: Richard, Alan, Kerrie, Sarah and Susan (scribe)
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In search of the scree run



2 February 2014

Mt Cockayne to Mt Wall aka «Les Rochettes Merdeuses»
Et rebelotte, tous à vos.
Ca fait un an déjà que j’ai écri mon premier (et seul) trip report. 
La journée a commencé dans le brouillard, heureusement qu’il y a d’autres moyens q’un 
track pour retrouver son chemin. Ainsi un GPS dans les mains de Suzan et une ligne 
électrique sont bien utiles pour ne pas perdre le nord. 
L’ascension jusqu’à la station de sky s’est donc déroulée dans un gris monotone malgré 
les affirmations de notre  trip leader,  Bryce,  que le temps se lèvera.  Au déjeuner à la 
station de sky, on attendait encore les éclaircissements tant augurés. 
Mais finalement le soleil a fait ses apparitions au grand plaisir de notre leader qui a vu ses 
prédictions se réaliser ! Résultat : de magnifiques vues sur le sommet de Mt Cockayne, à 
croire que les évanescents nuages auraient pu être le produit d’un géant qui aurait fait 
usage du produit portant le nom du mont… 
La suite de la marche le long de la crête s’est donc faite dans la bonne humeur. 
On en vient maintenant à la raison du titre de ce trip report : les rochettes merdeuses. La 
marche s’est terminée dans un scree pas très agréable. Il a donc fallu que la notoriété 
française de se plaindre se manifeste en moi. J’ai  donc un peu exagéré sur la qualité 
médiocre du scree mais bon, je resterai la « râleuse française » jusqu’an bout! 
15.1 km and 1380 m height gain over 7 hours and 40 minutes.   Richard Lobb, Kerrie 
Maynard, Susan Pearson, Suse Thomson, John Davis, Kieran Cummings, Lizzie Spencer, 
Carol Exton, David Sutton, Rodney Erickson, Sarah Chauvin (scribe), Bryce Williamson 
(leader) 
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1-2 February 2014

Ball Pass
Saturday morning saw hot  weather  and not  the earliest  of  starts  leaving the camping 
ground to head up the Hooker.  Some discussion resulted in determining the exact nature 
of the new bridges and whether to follow the old track under the bluff or not.  In the end, for 
those who went up the old route, it was far more interesting than the new motorway on the 

other side.  Up and down we went along 
the top of the terminal Lake.  The further 
up we went the further up we had to climb 
to get around the moraine wall. 

Lunch was located at the only real cool 
spot in a small creek, before leaving the 
Hooker  valley  proper.  There  was  also 
noticeable slower progress coming from 
one  particular  member  who  you  would 
expect  to  be near  or  at  the  front of  the 
bunch.  Unbeknown to us all, there was a 
hidden  reason  for  this  and  it  wasn’t 
because of a big night out. 

Clambering up the shingle gut wasn’t too 
bad,  as  the  upper  reaches  were  in  the 
shade.  By the time everyone climbed out, 
there was a major parliamentary session 
as to whether we should carry on to the 
col  or  camp  where  we  were,  as  it  was 
already 4pm.  After  some  healthy 
debating,  a  decision  emerged.  I  am 
not sure where  from,  but  it  did.  So  we 
stayed put,  as  we  had  running  water, 
magnificent views and a great camp site.  
Anyway it was all just good planning from 
our  Leader.  The  explanation  for  the 
member who was a bit slower than normal 
was soon revealed.  After a huge birthday 
cheese cake was extracted from Radu's  pack,  which included a steel  bowl  on top  to 
protect the contents.  It was a big cooked cheese cake that was more than enough for all 
sixteen of us.  Some encouragement saw everyone singing happy birthday to Cristina.  As 
the valleys below and above were being filled with our merry song, it hit me that this is a 
unique and auspicious occasion that  will  be remembered for the rest of  my life,  while 
looking out towards the likes of La Perouse.  I have no doubt that the effort put in by one 
person made this mountain trek something extra to cherish. 
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Climbing out of Hooker Valley

James sizing up Caroline Face



After  a  while  Matt  must 
have become bored with all the 
socialising,  so  he  climbed  Mt 
Mabel.  The  next  morning 
brought  some  early  morning 
fog,  but  with  good  hot  sunny 
weather  after  that.  Matt, 
Cristina  and  Olivia  opted  for 
any  early 3am  start  to  climb 
Turner Peak and to meet up on 
the Pass.  The early fog came 
in  pretty  heavy  early  in  the 
morning so it would have made 
for a very foggy trip up through 
the bluffs and along to the col.  
While  the  rest  of  us sleep-in-ers broke  camp  around  6.30am  or  there  abouts  and 
headed through the bluff and up to the to the Pass.   With everyone on the top around 
9.30-10am.  A select  few climbed out  to  Kaitiaka Peak just  beside Ball  Pass,  which I 
regret not completing. As all the views from the photos taken are just stunning.  This is 

maybe  another  good  reason  to go  back 
to Ball  Pass next  year,  when  there  is more 
snow around.  So off  we went  through the 
snow fields down to Caroline hut.  Taking in 
the views of the Caroline face on the way.  
After  a  rest  and  regroup  off  we  dashed 
down the  hot  Tasman  valley  for  the  final 
trudge  out  along  seemingly  never  ending 
gravel road.  After a splash in the creek and 
some refreshments at the village it was off 
back  to  Christchurch  to  complete  a 
wonderful  and  memorable  weekend.  
Thanks to Cristina for a great trip and all the 
organising. 

Members: Adrian Radcliffe, Arno Gruber, Radu Popovici, Anna Herlender, James Hopkins, 
Conrad  Dekker,  Dougal  Canard,  Bill  King  (scribe),  Steve  Maddox,  Ian  Dunn,  Gareth 
Caves, Kate Taylor, Matt Gilchrist, Olivia Barron, Tom Hu, Cristina Zablan. 

− 14 −

Mt Cook & Tasman Glacier

Campsite



9 February 2014

Dome (1945m)
We left Greyneys car park at 9.30 am, following the railway track for a short while and just 
after the end of the railway bridge we started to climb up the ridge to the Dome. We were 
bush and scrub bashing our way up, crawling at times, until we reached at around 11.30 
am a small clearing with view across the Waimakariri and Edwards valleys, where we had 
our first break and morning tea. From there we continued up the western spur.
We  passed  the  bushline  and  walked, 
scrambled  up  and  over  scree/rubble  and 
boulders reaching after another 3 hours the 
top of the Dome which gave us a wonderful 
360°outlook.  
We  tracked  back  the  ridge  until  the  first 
peak just before the Dome from where we 
started  to  lose  height,  sidling  along  just 
below  the  ridge  until  a  scree  field  that 
would take us straight down to the Edwards 
valley. We skidded and slid down the scree 
of quite poor quality in places which made 
this  part  of  the  trip  rather  strenuous  and 
dusty for some of us. 

Once in the valley we rested, refreshed ourselves in the river and after a while we walked 
out towards the car, at first along the river (true left) later joining the track that leads to 
Edwards Hut, then at last crossing river (wet feet) and railway track (trains!) we reached 
the car park at 7 pm. Overall it took us, walking in a slow to moderate pace, 9.5 hours to 
do this circuit. Having good views in even nicer weather was very helpful finding the way 
up and down. 
We were Richard Kimberley (trip leader), Cristina Zablan, Gareth Caves, Denise Stroud, 
Andrew Tromans, Cameron McAlpine, Berhard Parawa, David Sutton, Dayle Drummond 
and Annett Paetzold (Scribe).

Classifieds
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge.
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More about the CTC
Club Officers

President: Andrea Zahn 382 1044

Senior Vice 
President: Alan Ross 384-6425

Junior Vice 
President: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Secretary: Angela Lowery 03 3529914

Treasurer: Cristina Zablan 03 374 6354

Club Captain: Adrian Busby 325-5001

New Members 
Rep: Liz Van Ekeris 337-0948

New Members 
Rep: David Cockeram 337-0948

Day Trip 
Organiser: Bryce Williamson 351-6366

Weekend Trip 
Organiser: James Hopkins 03 967 5003

Social  
Convenor: Silvia Horniakova 021 264 8430

Gear Custodian: Thomas Matern 354-4309

Editor: Sam Cook 342-3735

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back 
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please 
book before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings, 
phone Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 or 027 212 7498; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352-5329; 
or  if  they’re  both  away,  Andrew Wrapson  980-6006.  Hut  fees  are  $15  member,  $15 
member's  partner,  $20  non-member,  $5  kids  under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or 
maintenance required, please tell the hut convenor, Steve Bruerton, ph 322 6196. 
Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of 
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is 
Thomas  Matern,  ph.  354-4309.  Note:  club 
gear  assigned to  you  is  your  responsibility; 
please take care of it. Please make sure you 
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to 
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily 
punctured when bush bashing or even lost. 
This  may result  in  serious  damage to  your 
bank account! Please air and dry tents after 
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not 
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear 
custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor 
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 20 March 2014 – Thanks.
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